Still, existing work in this area, for instance on semantic role annotation (as in the FrameNet and PropBank initiatives) or on the annotation of temporal information (as in the TimeML effort) makes use of uninterpreted annotation languages.
In this talk, I will discuss some of the possibilities, perspectives, and problems in defining semantic annotation languages with a well-defined semantics. I will do this by starting from an attempt to integrate intermediate results from the design of a standard for temporal annotation in the International Organisation for Standards (ISO), and from the definition of annotation schemas for coreference annotation and semantic role labeling in the European project LIRICS. I will indicate the requirements for integrated and multilayered semantic annotation approaches, and certain general principles for semantic annotation. Moreover, I hope to address issues concerning the relations between using semantic annotations with a formal semantics on the one hand, and using underspecified semantic representations on the other. Finally, I will consider some of the potential applications of the use of interpreted semantic annotations in areas such as information extraction, paraphrase generation, and textual entailment.
